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The Golden age of Cambodia was between the 9th and 14th century, during the Angkor period, during which

it was a powerful and prosperous empire that flourished and dominated almost all of inland Southeast

Asia.&#91;3&#93; Angkor eventually collapsed after much intensive in-fighting between royalty and constant

warring with its increasingly powerful neighbors, notably Siam and Dai Viet. Many temples from this period

like Bayon and Angkor Wat still remain today, scattered throughout Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam

as a reminder of the grandeur of Khmer arts and culture.&#91;4&#93;&#91;5&#93;

The Angkorian architects and sculptors created temples that mapped the cosmic world in stone. Khmer

decorations drew inspiration from religion, and mythical creatures from Hinduism and Buddhism were carved

on walls. Temples were built in accordance to the rule of ancient Khmer architecture that dictated that a basic

temple layout include a central shrine, a courtyard, an enclosing wall, and a moat. Khmer motifs use many

creatures from Buddhist and Hindu mythology, like the Royal Palace in Phnom Penh, use motifs such as the

garuda, a mythical bird in Hinduism. 

The architecture of Cambodia developed in stages under the Khmer Empire from the 9th to the 15th century,

preserved in many buildings of the Angkor temple. The remains of secular architecture from this time are rare,

as only religious buildings were made of stone. The architecture of the Angkor period used specific structural

features and styles, which are one of the main methods used to date the temples, along with inscriptions.

In modern rural Cambodia, the nuclear family typically lives in a rectangular house that may vary in size from

four by six meters to six by ten meters. It is constructed of a wooden frame with gabled thatch roof and walls

of woven bamboo. Khmer houses are typically raised as much as three meters on stilts for protection from

annual floods. Two ladders or wooden staircases provide access to the house.&#91;6&#93;

A steep thatch roof overhanging the house walls protects the interior from rain. Typically a house contains

three rooms separated by partitions of woven bamboo. The front room serves as a living room used to receive

visitors, the next room is the parents'' bedroom, and the third is for unmarried daughters. Sons sleep anywhere

they can find space. Family members and neighbors work together to build the house, and a house-raising

ceremony is held upon its completion.&#91;6&#93;

The houses of poorer persons may contain only a single large room. Food is prepared in a separate kitchen

located near the house but usually behind it. Toilet facilities consist of simple pits in the ground, located away

from the house, that are covered up when filled. Any livestock is kept below the house. Chinese and

Vietnamese houses in Cambodian towns and villages are typically built directly on the ground and have

earthen, cement, or tile floors, depending upon the economic status of the owner. Urban housing and

commercial buildings may be of brick, masonry, or wood.&#91;6&#93;
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Cambodia is predominantly Buddhist with 80% of the population being Theravada Buddhist, 1% Christian

and the majority of the remaining population follow Islam, atheism, or animism.&#91;citation needed&#93;

Buddhism has existed in Cambodia since at least the 5th century CE. Theravada Buddhism has been the

Cambodian state religion since the 13th century CE (excepting the Khmer Rouge period), and is currently

estimated to be the faith of 90% of the population.&#91;7&#93; A smaller number of Cambodians, mostly of

Vietnamese and Chinese descent, practice Mahayana Buddhism. The main orders of Buddhism practiced in

Cambodia are Dhammayuttika Nikaya and Maha Nikaya.

Islam is the religion of a majority of the Cham and Malay ethnic minorities (both also known under the

umbrella term "Khmer Islam") in Cambodia. According to Po Dharma, there were 150,000 to 200,000

Muslims in Cambodia as late as 1975. Persecution under the Khmer Rouge eroded their numbers, however,

and by the late 1980s they probably had not regained their former strength. All of the Cham Muslims are

Sunnis of the Shafi''i school. Po Dharma divides the Muslim Cham in Cambodia into a traditionalist branch

and an orthodox branch.

Christianity was introduced into Cambodia by Roman Catholic missionaries in 1660. It made little headway at

first, particularly among Khmer Buddhists. In 1972 there were probably about 20,000 Christians in Cambodia,

most of whom were Roman Catholics. According to Vatican statistics, in 1953, members of the Roman

Catholic Church in Cambodia numbered 120,000, making it at that time the second largest religion in the

country.&#91;6&#93;

In April 1970, just before repatriation, estimates indicate that about 50,000 Catholics were Vietnamese. Many

of the Catholics remaining in Cambodia in 1972 were Europeans--chiefly French. American Protestant

missionary activity increased in Cambodia, especially among some of the hill tribes and among the Cham,

after the establishment of the Khmer Republic. The 1962 census, which reported 2,000 Protestants in

Cambodia, remains the most recent statistic for the group.&#91;6&#93;

Observers reported that in 1980 there were more registered Khmer Christians among the refugees in camps in

Thailand than in all of Cambodia before 1970. Kiernan notes that, until June 1980, five weekly Protestant

services were held in Phnom Penh by a Khmer pastor, but that they had been reduced to a single weekly

service after police harassment.&#91;6&#93; There are around 21,300 Catholics in Cambodia which

represents only 0.15% of the total population. There are no dioceses, but there are three territorial jurisdictions

- one Apostolic Vicariate and two Apostolic Prefectures.
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