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The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic,&#91;e&#93; also known as the Sahrawi Republic and Western

Sahara, is a partially recognized state, located in the western Maghreb, which claims the non-self-governing

territory of Western Sahara, but controls only the easternmost one-fifth of that territory. It is recognized by 44

UN member states and South Ossetia. Between 1884 and 1975, Western Sahara was known as Spanish Sahara,

a Spanish colony (later an overseas province). The SADR is one of the two African states in which Spanish is

a significant language, the other being Equatorial Guinea.

The SADR was proclaimed by the Polisario Front on 27 February 1976, in Bir Lehlou, Western Sahara. The

SADR government calls the territories under its control the Liberated Territories or the Free Zone. Morocco

controls and administers the rest of the disputed territory, and calls these lands its Southern Provinces. The

claimed capital city of the SADR is El Aai?n (the capital of the territory of Western Sahara). Since the SADR

does not control El Aai?n, it has established a temporary capital in Tifariti, although most of the day-to-day

administration happens in Rabuni, one of the Sahrawi refugee camps located in Tindouf, Algeria. 

The SADR maintains diplomatic relations with 46 United Nations states, and is a full member of the African

Union. With a population of about half a million, it is the most sparsely populated in Africa, and the

second-most sparsely populated in the world.&#91;11&#93;

The name Sahrawi is the romanization of the Arabic word ?a?r?w? ??????, meaning ''Inhabitant of the Desert'',

derived from the Arabic word ?a?r?' (?????), meaning ''desert''.&#91;citation needed&#93;

The broad guidelines laid down in the constitution for an eventual Western Saharan state include eventual

multi-party democracy with a market economy. The constitution also defines Sahrawis as a Muslim, African

and Arab people.&#91;16&#93; The Constitution also declares a commitment to the principles of human

rights and to the concept of a Greater Maghreb, as a regional variant of Pan-Arabism.&#91;citation

needed&#93;

The SNC is weak in its legislative role, having been instituted as a mainly consultative and consensus-building

institution, but it has strengthened its theoretical legislative and controlling powers during later constitutional

revisions. Among other things, it has added a ban on the death penalty to the constitution, and brought down

the government in 1999 through a vote of no-confidence.&#91;citation needed&#93;

The Sahrawi National Council is composed of 53 members, all from the Popular Front for the Liberation of

Saguia el-Hamra and R?o de Oro.&#91;citation needed&#93;
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The Sahrawi People''s Liberation Army is the defence force of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic and

previously served as the armed wing of the Polisario Front prior to the foundation of the Republic.

The official currency of the SADR is the Sahrawi peseta; though, in practice, the Algerian dinar and

Mauritanian ouguiya are the main currencies used within the controlled territories. The Moroccan dirham is

also accepted, though it is mainly only used in the Moroccan-occupied territories.

All data about demographic information regarding Western Sahara are extremely error-prone, regardless of

source. Most countries take censuses every ten years, and some every five in order to stay abreast of change

and miscounts; the last count was conducted in 1970, and even that data by colonial Spain is considered

unreliable due to large nomadic populations.

Following the 1975 Green March, the Moroccan state has sponsored settlement schemes enticing thousands of

Moroccans to move into the Moroccan-occupied part of Western Sahara (80% of the territory). By 2015, it

was estimated that Moroccan settlers made up at least two thirds of the 500,000 inhabitants.&#91;20&#93;

Under international law, Morocco''s transfer of its own civilians into Non-Self-Governing territory is in direct

violation of Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention.&#91;21&#93;
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