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The &#8220;next-generation&#8221; utility has presented a micro-grid at a Togolese village. The concept can

be reproduced and power schools, small businesses and homes alike. Even an internet connection is part of the

project. Despite the World Bank and other institutions reaching out to provide capital for electricity supply,

Germany-based Mobisol GmbH is currently in self-administered insolvency proceedings.

A PV installation in Togo

Bboxx, a provider of off-grid solar home solutions for rural communities in Africa, has unveiled a new

concept in Togo. The village of Sikp? Afid?gnon will become the first of Bboxx''s Tomorrow''s Connected

Communities.

The village comprises 300 households with 4,000 people in the south of Togo. With the new project in place,

the schools, households, streetlights and small shops will be powered using solar PV. Additionally, Bboxx

offers other utility services, such as clean cooking, internet access and water pumps. The utility company

provides internet access through a solar powered telecom tower. With that connection in place,  Bboxx can

also make use of smart internet of things applications for remote monitoring and operations of the micro-grid.

Bboxx has implemented the concept in Togo alongside EDF, which holds a 50% stake in Bboxx Togo, under

the brand "Bboxx avec EDF". The project runs on a micro-grid which had been implemented by General

Electric combining Bboxx solar home solutions into a micro-grid.

"The launch builds on the success of Tomorrow''s Rural Home, which Bboxx unveiled in Kigali, Rwanda, in

November 2018," Mansoor Hamayun, CEO and co-founder of Bboxx commented. "Tomorrow''s Connected

Community now takes Bboxx''s vision several steps further - scaling from the home to this community,

leapfrogging the need for traditional large grid infrastructure."

According to the company, Tomorrow''s Connected Community shows that the supply of electricity and

essential services can be scaled from individual households to entire communities and businesses. Bboxx

highlighted that its cooperation with its partners shows that a decentralized and digital future in the developing

world is possible "We have shown what can be possible and we look forward to rolling this "community of the

future" out across other locations globally," Hamayun added.

Togo is pursuing a vision of 100% rural electrification by 2030. According to the government of Togo, solar

energy is a preferred contender to reach that could, as small scale solar kits are most suitable to the needs of

the population in question, without incurring hefty bills for grid connection.

In this vein, the World Bank, assisting Sub-Saharan countries in their mission to attain universal electricity
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supply has agreed to bolster the Regional Off-Grid Electrification Project (ROGEP) with access to $224

million in cash and credit.

The project improves off-grid access to electricity through standalone solar systems in 19 countries in West

Africa and the Sahel including Benin, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, Gambia, Ghana, Mali,

Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Togo.

According to the development bank, only 3 million people can currently access solar power through off-grid

systems in West Africa and the Sahel. The bank estimates a further 208 million people in the region have no

access to electricity.

Meanwhile, the Strategic investments in off-grid energy access: Scaling the utility of the future for the last

mile report by analyst Wood Mackenzie Power & Renewables spells out how investment in off-grid solar,

mini-grids and universal energy access projects is continuing to climb steeply. Commitments to the sector

reportedly saw a 37% year on year increase from 2016 to 2017. Between 2017 and last year, investment rose

22%. Last year''s investment volume was clocked at $511 million, and almost $1.7 billion has been poured

into the sector to date.
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