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This will only take a second!

In June 2020, Somalia''s largest electricity provider, BECO, announced the opening of a new solar power plant

in the capital city of Mogadishu. BECO is the only company that provides electricity for Mogadishu, Afgooye,

Balad, Barawe, Kismayu, Marka, Jowhar and Elasha. Although the company turned to solar power primarily

to cut down on the cost of diesel fuel, its decision will have the added benefit of lowering air pollution.

Additionally, BECO''s solar power plant will grow in capacity over time and lower electricity bills.

BECO&#8217;s solar power plant could have a significant impact on Somalis, lifting many out of poverty.

Lack of access to electricity is widely cited as a large contributor to poverty. Without electricity, families

don''t have a non-polluting source of energy for cooking. Refrigerators are unusable. Children can''t do their

homework after dark. Communities can''t access all that the Internet offers for education and upward mobility.

Hospitals and schools can''t offer full services. As a result, increasing access to electricity is often a goal of

development efforts.

Somalia has particularly struggled with a lack of access to electricity. Before the civil war broke out in 1991,

Somalia had a national power grid that produced 70 megawatts (MW) of electricity for the whole country. But

the power grid was destroyed during the war and private corporations now provide any electricity available to

residents. Currently, BECO produces 35 MW of power for eight cities, which is much less than its demand of

200 MW. Many Somalis avoid using electricity in order to avoid the monthly costs as 69% of Somalis are

currently living in poverty.

Power companies in Somalia heavily rely on imported fossil fuels for diesel-powered generators. These

generators are CO2 emitters and can heavily pollute the air. Despite the widespread use of generators, Somalia

has only 106 MW of power nationwide, according to the United States Agency on International Development.

The World Bank reported in 2018 that 64% of Somalis didn''t have access to electricity.

Because Somalia struggles with a lack of electricity and high electric costs, BECO''s new solar power plant

has the potential to positively impact many people''s lives. When it opened, the power plant had the capacity to

produce 8 MW. The solar power plant is only in use four hours a day, with BECO''s preexisting generators

providing the rest of the electricity that the city needs. But residents'' electric bills have already gone down.

With the addition of the solar power plant, electricity costs in Mogadishu have already dropped from $0.49 to

$0.36 per kilowatt-hour. BECO had originally decided to invest in solar power because of the high cost of

importing diesel fuel for generators. By cutting costs, the company can offer cleaner energy at a more

affordable price.
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BECO plans to invest $40 million to bring the plant''s capacity to 100 MWp by 2022. This increase would

enable the power plant to produce more electricity than twice its current output. However, the success of the

solar plant will depend on battery storage.

BECO''s solar power plant is just the first step in Somalia''s possible path toward renewable energy. The

African Development Bank reported in a study that Somalia had a greater potential for renewable energy than

any other country in Africa. Onshore wind power could produce up to 45,000 MW of electricity. Solar energy

has the potential to produce 2,000 kWh/m?. If other Somali electric companies follow BECO&#8217;s

example, Somalia''s electrical production could increase many times over.

It''s fortunate that in Somalia''s case, solar power is more affordable than the alternative. Simple market forces

might solve Somalis'' lack of access to electricity. Although constructing facilities to produce solar power is

expensive, companies would be able to provide electricity more cheaply and easily if they switch from

importing fossil fuels to renewable energy. As a result of this cost decrease, electric bills would drop

considerably as well. Once electricity becomes significantly cheaper, more Somalis will be able to access its

benefits. BECO''s solar power plant is already reducing costs, and there''s no reason to believe that this trend

won''t continue.
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&#8220;The Borgen Project is an incredible nonprofit organization that is addressing poverty and hunger and

working towards ending them.&#8221;

Contact us for free full report 

Web: https://www.kary.com.pl/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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