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The potential for President-elect Donald Trump to meet North Korean leader Kim Jong-un presents a unique

opportunity to tackle two critical global issues: North Korea&#8217;s nuclear ambitions and its expanding

military alliance with Russia, which has significant implications for both the Ukraine conflict and stability in

Northeast Asia. 

This essay examines the challenges and prospects of such a meeting, juxtaposing Trump&#8217;s direct

engagement approach with President Biden&#8217;s multilateral strategy. It also considers the roles of South

Korea, China, Japan, and Russia in shaping outcomes, arguing that Trump''s use of "carrot and stick"

diplomacy must be carefully balanced to achieve meaningful progress. Success hinges on harmonizing

incentives with firm deterrence while addressing North Korea''s destabilizing actions, particularly its military

support for Russia. The results of this engagement could reshape U.S.-North Korean relations and influence

broader regional security dynamics in 2024 and beyond. 

The U.S. relationship with North Korea has fluctuated between periods of heightened tension and cautious

diplomacy. Trump&#8217;s historic summits with Kim Jong-un in 2018 and 2019 aimed to establish trust and

negotiate denuclearization. However, the absence of substantive agreements and North Korea''s continued

weapons development highlighted the limitations of these discussions.

North Korea has increasingly aligned itself with Russia, supplying military aid--such as ammunition and

troops--to support Russia''s war in Ukraine. This partnership enhances Pyongyang''s access to resources and

advanced technology, undermining international sanctions. North Korea&#8217;s military activities, including

missile launches and advancements in satellite technology, further threaten regional stability.

Trump''s diplomacy offers a chance to reframe negotiations. His readiness to directly engage with adversaries

distinguishes him from Biden''s focus on building multilateral alliances and applying pressure. However,

critics warn that Trump''s approach risks legitimizing Kim''s regime without securing meaningful concessions. 

North Korea''s military partnership with Russia complicates diplomatic efforts. By providing ammunition and

personnel, Pyongyang not only supports Russia''s campaign in Ukraine but also strengthens its

military-industrial complex. This dual advantage empowers North Korea to resist international pressure while

advancing its nuclear ambitions.

Achieving denuclearization remains a significant challenge. North Korea views its nuclear program as

essential to the survival of its regime and as a means to counter perceived U.S. aggression. Previous

negotiations have stalled due to Pyongyang&#8217;s refusal to dismantle its substantial arsenal without first

obtaining sanctions relief.
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U.S. allies in the region, particularly South Korea and Japan, worry that unilateral U.S.-North Korea

discussions may overlook their security priorities. Both nations emphasize the necessity of a coordinated

approach that bolsters deterrence and maintains regional stability. 

A meeting between Trump and Kim could revitalize stalled negotiations, establishing a platform for

discussions on denuclearization and regional security. Trump&#8217;s strategy of direct engagement may

ease tensions and create opportunities for gradual progress.

Trump&#8217;s "carrot and stick" approach could provide North Korea with tangible incentives, such as

partial sanctions relief or economic aid, in exchange for verified steps towards disarmament. These measures

may address Pyongyang''s urgent economic issues and promote goodwill.

By addressing North Korea''s military support for Russia, Trump could undermine this partnership, reducing

Pyongyang''s reliance on Moscow and limiting its access to essential resources. Emphasizing the risks

associated with continued isolation might spur North Korea to reassess its strategic alliances. 

South Korea advocates for a denuclearized Korean Peninsula and condemns North Korea''s provocations.

Seoul highlights the importance of U.S. commitments to its defence and insists that any agreements with

Pyongyang must preserve regional stability.
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