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In order to provide an easy reference to all SOLAS requirements applicable from 1 January 2020, this edition

presents a consolidated text of the Convention, its Protocols of 1978 and 1988 and all amendments in effect

from that date. Additionally, this edition includes Unified Interpretations to SOLAS regulations, which were

adopted by the Maritime Safety Committee.

As a specialized agency of the United Nations, IMO is the global standard-setting authority for the safety,

security and environmental performance of international shipping. Its main role is to create a regulatory

framework for the shipping industry that is fair and effective, universally adopted and universally

implemented.

In other words, its role is to create a level playing-field so that ship operators cannot address their financial

issues by simply cutting corners and compromising on safety, security and environmental performance. This

approach also encourages innovation and efficiency. Shipping is a truly international industry, and it can only

operate effectively if the regulations and standards are themselves agreed, adopted and implemented on an

international basis.IMO is the forum at which this process takes place. 

 The SOLAS Convention in its successive forms is generally regarded as the most important of all

international treaties concerning the safety of merchant ships. The first version was adopted in 1914, in

response to the Titanic disaster, the second in 1929, the third in 1948, and the fourth in 1960. The 1974

version includes the tacit acceptance procedure - which provides that an amendment shall enter into force on a

specified date unless, before that date, objections to the amendment are received from an agreed number of

Parties.

As a result the 1974 Convention has been updated and amended on numerous occasions. The Convention in

force today is sometimes referred to as SOLAS, 1974, as amended.

Includes regulations concerning the survey of the various types of ships and the issuing of documents

signifying that the ship meets the requirements of the Convention. The Chapter also includes provisions for

the control of ships in ports of other Contracting Governments.

The subdivision of passenger ships into watertight compartments must be such that after assumed damage to

the ship''s hull the vessel will remain afloat and stable. Requirements for watertight integrity and bilge

pumping arrangements for passenger ships are also laid down as well as stability requirements for both

passenger and cargo ships.

The degree of subdivision - measured by the maximum permissible distance between two adjacent bulkheads -

varies with ship''s length and the service in which it is engaged. The highest degree of subdivision applies to
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passenger ships. 

Requirements covering machinery and electrical installations are designed to ensure that services which are

essential for the safety of the ship, passengers and crew are maintained under various emergency conditions. 

&#160;&quot;Goal-based standards&quot; for oil tankers and bulk carriers were adopted in

2010,&#160;&#160;requiring new ships to be designed and constructed for a specified design life and to be

safe and environmentally friendly, in intact and specified damage conditions, throughout their life. Under the

regulation, ships should have adequate strength, integrity and stability to minimize the risk of loss of the ship

or pollution to the marine environment due to structural failure, including collapse, resulting in flooding or

loss of watertight integrity.

Includes detailed fire safety provisions for all ships and specific measures for passenger ships, cargo ships and

tankers. 

They include the following principles&#58; division of the ship into main and vertical zones by thermal and

structural boundaries; separation of accommodation spaces from the remainder of the ship by thermal and

structural boundaries; restricted use of combustible materials; detection of any fire in the zone of origin;

containment and extinction of any fire in the space of origin; protection of the means of escape or of access for

fire-fighting purposes; ready availability of fire-extinguishing appliances; minimization of the possibility of

ignition of flammable cargo vapour.
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