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 Today, the Defense Department announced $1.85 billion in additional security assistance for Ukraine,

including a Patriot air defense battery and munitions.

A senior Defense Department official and a senior U.S. military official briefed the media today at the

Pentagon.

&quot;Patriot is one of the world&#39;s most advanced air defense systems, and it will give Ukraine a critical

long-range capability to defend its airspace. It is capable of intercepting cruise missiles, ballistic missiles and

aircraft. It&#39;s important to put the Patriot battery in context. For air defense, there is no silver bullet. Our

goal is to help Ukraine strengthen a layered integrated approach to air defense. &hellip; Patriot will

complement a range of medium and short-range air defense capabilities that we have provided and the allies

have provided in prior donation packages,&quot;the senior DOD official said. 

Patriot will contribute to Ukraine&#39;s air defense systems that have been supplied by the U.S. and allies

over the last number of months according to DOD.

The Patriot is a sophisticated air defense system so training will be required and will take some time, said the

senior DOD official.

The security assistance announced today includes the authorization of a presidential drawdown of security

assistance valued at up to $1 billion, as well as $850 million in assistance via the Ukraine Security Assistance

Initiative.

Unlike presidential drawdown, the Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative is an authority under which the

United States procures capabilities from industry rather than delivering equipment that is drawn down from

DOD stocks. This announcement represents the beginning of a contracting process to provide additional

capabilities to Ukraine&#39;s armed forces.

  Cold Weather Course U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Christian J. Rashid, a combat engineer with 2d Combat

Engineer Battalion, 2d Marine Division, sets up an improvised bivouac during the NATO Cold Weather

Instructor Course in Stromskroken, Norway, Dec. 1, 2022. Share:     &times; Share  Copy Link   Email  

Facebook   X   LinkedIn   WhatsApp   Download: Full Size (2.3 MB)  Credit: Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Averi
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The Patriot system will augment previous air defense capabilities the United States has provided Ukraine.
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To meet Ukraine&#39;s evolving battlefield requirements, the United States will continue to work with its

allies and partners to provide Ukraine with key capabilities, according to a DOD news release.
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