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UNEP is mandated to assist countries, upon request, with pollution mitigation and control in areas affected by

armed conflict or terrorism. Responding to a request by the Government of Ukraine, this report was drafted as

part of a preparatory process to assist Ukraine in recovery from the current conflict and to inform a

comprehensive post-conflict assessment. During the conflict that began on 24 February 2022, Ukraine has

experienced considerable environmental destruction. Extensive field assessment work will be required to

establish the character, magnitude and significance of conflict-related environmental impacts and remediation

requirements.

The report presents a snapshot - but by no means a comprehensive picture - of the damage inflicted on

Ukraine''s environment and the potential environmental and public health impacts, informing priorities for

field-level verification work. Initial information shows that Ukraine, already burdened by a host of legacy

environmental challenges, is now facing a compounded, multi-dimensional environmental crisis that has either

exacerbated existing issues or added new ones. It is essential that the ongoing conflict ends now to ensure

greater damage to the environment and to people is averted. The country and the region risk being burdened

with a toxic legacy long after the conflict ends.

The Ukraine War Is an Environmental Catastrophe with Global Consequences

When it&rsquo;s time to rebuild, we must prioritize more sustainable and resilient infrastructure in Ukraine

The destruction of Nova Kakhovka Dam in southern Ukraine on June 6 has forced thousands of people to flee

their homes. Residents of Kherson returned to their flooded homes while some villages were still underwater.

As people face an electricity shortage, floating land mines and a lack of drinking water, the water level hinders

the distribution of aid.
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If you&#x27;re enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By

purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and

ideas shaping our world today.

Jennifer R. Littlejohn is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service and serves as acting assistant secretary

at the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs, where she most recently

served as the principal deputy assistant secretary. Prior to that, she served as deputy director of the Secretary

of State''s Policy Planning Staff and as deputy chief of mission at the U.S. Embassy in Skopje, North

Macedonia.
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Raffi Balian is a career foreign service officer who currently serves as division chief for Multilateral Affairs at

the Office of Environmental Quality. He previously served as director of the Regional Environmental Office

for Central and Eastern Europe and worked on local sustainability action planning in Ukraine during the

previous invasion of that country in 2014.

Luke Simmons is a presidential management fellow serving as a public affairs specialist at the Bureau of

Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs. He previously served in the Peace Corps as an

agroforestry volunteer in Guinea in West Africa.

Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of

scientific publications (many of them can be found at ). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of

editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.

In its war against Ukraine, Russia has sought to cripple the country''s critical infrastructure. It has attacked

homes and hospitals, transportation networks and farmland, energy and civilian nuclear facilities, drinking

water and wastewater systems, chemical and steel plants, mining facilities and vital seed banks.

Contact us for free full report 
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WhatsApp: 8613816583346

Page 2/2


