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Cars and all their parts, terms, or repair jargon can be confusing, even if you&#39;re mechanically inclined.

As electric vehicles continue to gain popularity, we now have a world full of entirely new sayings, acronyms,

and more that you&#39;ll want to know and understand.

Sure, cars come with an owner&#39;s manual, but if you&#39;re looking for a quick definition for some

common terms, an EV glossary, we have you covered. I&#39;m not talking about horsepower, torque, or even

watts, as those are all pretty standard. Instead, read on to find out what classifies a vehicle as a PHEV, what

EVSP or MPGe means, and what the heck a CHAdeMO is.

For starters, here are multiple standard EV terms of classifications you&#39;ll see or hear more frequently,

like when you&#39;re shopping for a new vehicle at a dealership. These may help you decide between an EV

and a hybrid and know the difference between certain features, or choose to explore other options. Then,

we&#39;ll dig into charging and other acronyms a bit later.

When it comes to charging, things can quickly get very confusing. That&#39;s because there are level 1, 2,

and 3 chargers; DC fast-charging; multiple charging port types for different brands or countries; and more.

While many of these terms and acronyms are the most common for buying or charging EVs, many others

exist. There are countless different systems, control modules, cooling and heating pipes, and more, which

combined deliver the experience we know today as electric vehicles. Many of these differ from traditional ICE

vehicles. Here are a few others you could come across.

If you''re on the hunt for a new car (or even a used one, come to think of it) for the first time in a blue moon, it

won''t have escaped your attention that electric cars are now everywhere.

Virtually every mainstream manufacturer either has a range of electric cars on sale already, or will do in the

very near future. Not least because the sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles is set to be outlawed in 2030.

Even hybrids - which mix engines with electric power - will be banned by 2035. Nope, emissions really aren''t

trendy any more.

Anyway, those deadlines mean lots of people are now at the start of what we''ll regrettably refer to as their

''electric car journey'' (ugh), and so will be asking themselves questions like ''What is an electric car, exactly?''

and ''How do electric cars work?''

You may be among them. If so, congratulations! You''re in the right place to have your most pressing electric

car questions answered. Keep scrolling and we''ll bring you up to speed with the very basics of this exciting

new land on the Planet Car map...
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Let''s start at the very beginning: an electric car is very simply any car that uses electricity as its primary

source of propulsion. Instead of an engine and fuel tank, most electric cars use one or more electric motors to

generate propulsion, which are fed by a battery; much like the one you''ll find in your smartphone. Only

bigger. Much bigger.

''EV'' stands for ''electric vehicle'', and the shorthand version has become common parlance among car-writing

types who easily get fed up of typing out ''electric vehicle'' every time it comes up. Lazy so and so''s, eh?

Ah, BEV is merely an extension of EV meaning ''battery electric vehicle''. This term is usually deployed to

differentiate between various types of ''electrified'' vehicle, as in those that have an electric component in the

powertrain but aren''t themselves fully electric. Ever heard the phrases ''self-charging hybrid'' or ''plug-in

hybrid''? Yup, those are not BEVs.
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